
 
H.E. Vladimir Zelenskiy 
President of Ukraine 
11 Bankova Str 
Kyiv 01220 
Ukraine  

Via email: foreignpressoffice@apu.gov.ua, letter@apu.gov.ua, post@cvk.gov.ua 
 
Ref: OGS/SMC/hs/rf 
 
12 November 2019  
 
Dear President Zelenskiy, 
 

On behalf of the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) – which represents more than 670 
transport trade unions from 147 countries with a total membership of 18.5 million workers and has extensive 
experience with fighting for the rights of workers - we fully support the demands of our member organisation, 
Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport Construction Workers of Ukraine.  

On 02 October 2019 the Parliament of Ukraine adopted law No. 1054-1 drafted on 05 September 2019 that 
opens the highway to privatisation of JSC “Ukrzaliznytsia”. The Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport 
Construction Workers of Ukraine has urged Your Excellency in written form to veto that law, as it could lead 
to the fatal collapse of the national railways. Unfortunately, the law has been signed by Your Excellency. 

The law foresees in the short-term to reform JSC “Ukrzaliznytsia” by splitting the company into three units – 
cargo, passenger and infrastructure. This action will lead to massive redundancies of railway workers (about 
120,000) and liquidation of the social sphere – medical, cultural, sport and other facilities.  As for now, there 
is a shortage of workers to ensure full technological process and railway safety, and the low levels of wages 
do not correspond to the level of complexity, responsibility and intensity of the work of railway workers. 

Union demands expressed at the nearly 4,000-strong protest action at the government headquarters (The 
only shareholder of JSC “Ukrzaliznytsia”) on 14 May 2019 were left without response by the executive branch 
power. 

The extraordinary sitting of the Trade Union Council (the highest trade union body between congresses) that 
took place on 25 October 2019 confirmed the demands to Your Excellency and the government, and adopted 
the decision to organise the picket at the Office of the President on 14 November 2019. 

The Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport Construction Workers of Ukraine asked the global trade union 
federations for solidarity support of their demands to initiate the alterations in article 18 of the Law on 
Transport. Specifically, by the government of Ukraine harmonising its norms with Chapter 44 of the 
Constitution of Ukraine, as well as Article 18 of the Law of Ukraine “On Settlement of Collective Labour 
Disputes (Conflicts)” and European Social Charter (No. 163) that has been ratified by Ukraine on 21 December 
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2006 and according to the decision of European Court of Human Rights of 02 October 2014 in the case of 
“Veniamin Timoshenko and others against Ukraine”.  

The ITF urges Your Excellency to hear the trade union expressing the voices of thousands of railway workers 
of Ukraine, and to meet the representatives of the Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport Construction 
Workers of Ukraine for speedy solution of the union demands. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Stephen Cotton 
ITF General Secretary 

CC:  
Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport Construction of Ukraine 
15A Prospekt Povitroflotskyi 
Kyiv 03049 
 

 


